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About the Author 
 
John Bain, M.S. Education, a certified USCF tournament director, a certified special education 
teacher, is an expert in textbook and materials modification. John taught special education at 
Central High School in Independence, Oregon, where he also supervised a district-wide chess 
club. Today, John is a chess book author. 
 
Prior to Central High School, John taught in juvenile corrections at Hillcrest School of Oregon, 
where he established an academic chess program, called Analytical Thinking/Chess, as part of 
the regular school curriculum, offering chess classes in two-period blocks. 
 
The first period of each block consisted of a lecture on the principles and practices of chess. 
During the lecture period, students practiced skills which are transferable to any school setting; 
e.g., listening skills, note-taking skills, vocabulary skills, group discussion skills, reading 
comprehension skills, and oral language acquisition and usage skills. In addition, students gave 
class presentations by reviewing with the class their own chess games that they recorded. 
 
The second period of each block consisted of “hands-on” activities, drills, and ladder challenges, 
where students practiced the principles they learned.  
 
A second component of the chess program involved student participation in United States Chess 
Federation (USCF) rated tournaments in the community, visits to city chess clubs, and chess 
matches with other middle schools and high schools. 
 
John’s other published books include Checkmate! Ideas For Students and Chess Tactics For 
Students, which are used enthusiastically in school chess programs throughout the United States.  
The books are available from your favorite chess materials distributor, from the publisher, 
Learning Plus, Inc. or online at ChessForStudents.com. 
 
John lives in Corvallis, Oregon, with his wife LaVaun. In his spare time, John reads, walks, 
writes chess books, travels, enjoys movies and dining out, coaches and plays chess. Contact John 
at ChessForStudents.com. 
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